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Town of Northport 

Select Board Meeting 

February 24, 2025 @ 6:15 pm 

Chair: Jeanine Tucker     Finance Director: Vicki Eugley  

Vice Chair: Breanna Pinkham Bebb   Road Commissioner: Amon Morse 

Municipal Officer: Molly Schauffler NVC Representative: Janae Novotny 

Town Administrator: James Kossuth      

 

Present: Jeanine Tucker, Molly Schauffler, Breanna Pinkham Bebb, James Kossuth, Vicki Eugley, Amon Morse, 

Janae Novotny, James Knight. 

Citizen Concerns: None at this time. 

Bid Openings: Cemetery Mowing: The Board opened and reviewed two bids for cemetery mowing. Pinkham 

Bebb moved to award the cemetery mowing contract to the low bidder, James Knight, seconded by 

Schauffler. Board voted 3-0, contract awarded to James Knight. 

Town Office Mowing and Clean-up: The Board opened and reviewed two bids for Town Office mowing and 

clean-up. Tucker moved to award the Town Office mowing and clean-up contract to the low bidder, James 

Knight, seconded by Pinkham Bebb. Board voted 3-0, contract awarded to James Knight. 

Heating Fuel: The Board opened and reviewed the bid for heating fuel. Tucker moved to award the heating 

fuel contract to the sole bidder, Maritime Energy, seconded by Pinkham Bebb. Board voted 3-0, contract 

awarded to Maritime Energy. 

Municipal Solid Waste: The Board opened and reviewed the bid for municipal solid waste hauling services. 

Pinkham Bebb moved to award the municipal solid waste contract to the sole bidder, Pine Tree/Casella, 

seconded by Schauffler. Board voted 3-0, contract awarded to Pine Tree/Casella. 

Northport Village Corporation: Novotny reported the Village has almost completed the FY2023 audit, and they 

will immediately begin on the FY2024 audit as soon as FY23 is done. Novotny reported that the Village had 

unintentionally raised $30,000 more in taxes in 2023 than it was supposed to, and the Village will ask the 

voters at the annual meeting in August whether the Village can keep the overpayment and put it towards the 

Village reserve account.  

Road Commissioner: Morse reported that the plowing contractor has been busy lately, not just with plowing, 

but with sanding and salting as well. Morse reported that the culverts are almost all frozen, and he hopes that 

some of that ice will melt before there is any substantial rainfall.  

Town Administrator: Town Office project update: Kossuth reported that he has had conversations with 

Andrew Hedrich, the civil engineer from Gartley & Dorsky, about options for a temporary septic system for the 

fire station during construction so that firefighters can wash their gear. Kossuth reported that all of the options 

are complicated and expensive, and that Hedrich strongly recommends that the Town not pursue any of them, 

and that the fire department pursue alternatives for washing gear, such as a commercial service, which is what 

other local departments do. Kossuth reported that he had had conversations with Fire Chief Paul Rooney 

about the options, and with Local Plumbing Inspector Toupie Rooney about the complications and expenses 

inherent in each option. Kossuth reported that Fire Chief P. Rooney and LPI T. Rooney agreed that the 
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temporary septic system would not be cost-effective and the fire department would find another way to wash 

gear during construction, which may involve moving the existing washing machine to the Bluff Road station.  

Kossuth reported that he had learned from the US Department of Agriculture that the Town would not be 

eligible for the USDA’s Rural Development Community Facilities Direct Loan Program because of the Town 

Office project’s wetlands impact.  Funding through the Maine Bond Bank does not have that limitation, so the 

Town can still pursue that route.  

Kossuth reported that he and Amanda Austin, the architect, had spoken to USDA staff about the timing for bid 

package and contracting. USDA advised against the Town taking any steps related to bidding on contracting 

until Congress has approved the budget and the Town’s funds have been secured. At that time, the Town can 

work with USDA on USDA’s environmental review of the project, which is in addition to the environmental 

reviews by the state and the Army Corps of Engineers. The Town can still put an article on the June Town 

Meeting warrant, but it will be a best guess of the total cost, rather than an actual contract cost. Kossuth 

reported that if the Town’s funding request is approved by Congress in March, then construction could still 

begin this summer.  

Kossuth reported that he had spoken with Lee Bragg at Bernstein Shur for bond counsel. Several people, 

including Bill Kelly, the Town’s attorney, recommended him highly. Kossuth presented Bragg’s engagement 

letter to the Board for review and approval.  

Schauffler moved to engage Lee Bragg as bond counsel, seconded by Tucker. Board voted 3-0, motion 

carried. 

Kossuth reported that he had spoken with the real estate listing agent for the Maine Alpaca Experience store 

on Route 1, and that the owners are looking for at least $3/square foot for a lease, which is three times the 

going rate of $1/square foot for similar properties. The Board suggested several other alternative locations for 

a temporary Town Office, and Kossuth will investigate those. 

Town Office Fundraising Committee update: Kossuth reported that the fundraising committee has been 

looking at a program called Little Green Light to track fundraising efforts. It would enable the Town to track, 

manage, and strengthen donor and supporter relationships, and would cost the Town $486 for a one-year 

subscription. Kossuth reported that the committee is also looking at other options for the same service.  

MMA Legislative Policy Committee update: Kossuth reported that the LPC met briefly by Zoom on February 

20 to discuss a dozen or so bills that were scheduled for hearing before the next full LPC meeting, which is 

February 27. The Board asked Kossuth about some of the bills.  

Annual Town Meeting and Municipal Election dates: Kossuth asked the Board when it would like to hold the 

Annual Town Meeting and Municipal Elections. The Board decided to hold the Annual Town Meeting on 

Monday, June 16, and the Municipal Election on Saturday, June 14.  

Minutes: Kossuth presented the Board with draft minutes from February 10. The Board approved the minutes 

with corrections.  

Finance Director:  Eugley provided the Payroll & Accounts Payable warrants to the Board for review and 

approval. The Board approved and signed the Payroll & Accounts Payable warrants.  

Eugley asked the Board when the Board would like to hold the second budget meeting. The Board agreed to 

hold the second budget meeting on Monday, March 17, at 6:15pm.  
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Unfinished Business: None at this time.  

New Business:  None at this time. 

Adjourn:  Tucker moved to adjourn at 7:50pm, seconded by Schauffler. Board voted 3-0, meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

James Kossuth, Town Administrator 


